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Lieutenant General William H. Graham, Jr.
Chief of Engineers and Commanding General
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
441 G Street NW
Washington, DC 20314-1000
Dear Lieutenant General Graham:
I am writing to express my serious concern regarding the Clemson Lower Diversion Dam Saddle Dike at Lake Hartwell and its long-term implications for South Carolina's Third Congressional District. 
While I appreciate the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' (USACE) efforts to protect public safety, questions remain regarding funding, project timelines, and a permanent solution. According to USACE data, Lake Hartwell generates approximately $890 million in annual visitor spending and supports more than 5,400 jobs. With lake level restrictions potentially lasting several years and the overall project extending up to ten years, the economic impacts on tourism, recreation, businesses, and surrounding communities are significant concerns.
I am encouraged by recent reports that the Clemson Saddle Dike has been designated as USACE's highest priority dam safety issue nationwide, and that the Dam Safety Modification Study, estimated to take one to two years, will be included in the FY2027 work plan. While these developments are promising, greater clarity regarding funding, implementation, and opportunities for congressional assistance remains essential to advancing a timely solution.
My office is ready to assist with federal funding considerations or explore potential legislative solutions. However, without a clear understanding of the resources required and what assistance may be needed from Congress, our ability to effectively advocate for this project remains limited.

Accordingly, I respectfully request clarification from USACE Headquarters on the following matters:

1. Funding Requirements: What specific funding is necessary to initiate and complete the Dam Safety Modification Study, what is the anticipated source of those funds, and what additional funding requirements are expected as the project progresses?

2. Study Initiation: What is the current status of the Dam Safety Modification Study? If the study has not yet begun, what factors are preventing its initiation, and what steps are necessary to move it forward?

3. Congressional Assistance: What specific legislative, appropriations, or other congressional support would be beneficial in advancing this project, and how can my office assist in addressing those needs?

4. Project Timeline & Cost Estimates: What are the anticipated timelines for the study, engineering, design, and construction phases? At what stage, including the anticipated 35% design milestone, does USACE expect to have sufficiently developed cost estimates? What funding or authorizations are necessary to reach that stage, and are there opportunities to expedite any portion of the process?

5. Interim Impacts: What measures is USACE considering to help minimize the economic and recreational impacts of prolonged lake level restrictions while a permanent solution is developed? 

Given the significance of this matter to South Carolina's Third Congressional District, I request the opportunity to meet, either in person or virtually, with you and the appropriate members of your senior leadership team to discuss these concerns and establish a clear path forward.

I appreciate the important work of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and look forward to receiving prompt clarification on the matters outlined above. We look forward to working collaboratively with USACE to advance a timely and effective solution.
[image: ]                                                                        America First,
				         
				        	     Member of Congress
CC: 
      Mr. D. Lee Forsgren, Senior Official Performing the Duties of the Assistant Secretary of the Army 
      (Civil Works)
      Ms. Stacey E. Brown, Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Army for Management and Budget
      Major General Jason E. Kelly, Deputy Commanding General for Civil and Emergency Operations
      Brigadier General Zachary L. Miller, Commanding General, South Atlantic Division
      Colonel Robert R. Fairel, Commander and District Engineer, Savannah District
      Ms. Kimberly Garvey, Chief, Planning Branch and Legislative Liaison, Savannah District
      Mr. Aaron Wahus, Operations Project Manager, Hartwell Dam and Lake, Savannah District
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